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class scholars increased from 1,82,181 in 1938-9 to 1,94,092 in
1939-40.

There are about 77 supervisors to look after the education
of these castes and to carry on propaganda in favour of educa-
tion amongst them. Every district has a committee consisting
of officials and non-officials to watch their educational pro-
gress. There is also a provincial committee of a like nature
which deals with provincial matters.

Special instructions have been issued regarding the re-
cruitment of depressed class candidates to gazetted and non-
gazetted posts. It has been decided to reserve at least one
vacancy annually among deputy collectors for depressed and
tenant class candidates. Formerly, the depressed classes were
debarred from police service. This disqualification has now been
removed. Several depressed class candidates were appointed
Sub-Registrars, Excise Inspectors, Divisional Superintendents,
etc. A special officer has been appointed to look after the
general interests of these people.

Funds were also sanctioned for construction of wells in
depressed class quarters.

Orders were issued to prevent Government servants from
taking begar. Instructions have also been issued to District
Officers to prevent Zamindars from extorting begar by initiating
action under Section 347 of the Indian Penal Code wherever
expedient.

Bihar

The Congress Government decided to set apart annually a
sum of Rs. 18,310 for the award of special educational scholar-
ships to depressed class students; and a sum of Rs. 5,140
was set apart for awarding scholarships to technical and non-
technical students. Besides, orders were passed exempting
depressed class college students from payment of tuition fees.
The number of depressed class scholars increased from 56,667
in 1937-8 to 65,903 in 1938-9.

Government also sanctioned Rs. 1,25,000 in all for the
provision of water supply in rural areas and of this amount
Rs. 50,000 was ear-marked for depressed classes and aboriginal
tribes.